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his favour. Though the majority were thus evidently willing
to make every allowance for the general, and to excuse his
behaviour, the leaders of the right in the Assembly began to
resign their seats and desert their friend. Jaucourt, for in-
stance, the former colonel of the dragoons of Condd, and Daver-
hoult resigned their seats in the Assembly on July 24 and 26.
The leaders of the right, therefore, showed no confidence in
their own power or their own cause, and left those deputies
who would have supported them to be dragged against their
will into consenting to the measures, not only of the Girondins,
but of the more extreme Jacobins.

The Girondins felt that it was necessary to make a
strenuous effort if power was to fall into their hands; and
they tried to strengthen themselves in two distinct directions.
On the one side the Girondin leaders hoped to deserve well of
France by hurrying on all the preparations for war; and it
was on the motion of Vergniaud that, on July 24, volunteers
were summoned from all parts of France and directed towards
the frontier. These volunteers were not to be subjected to
the ordinary rules of martial discipline, and were to elect the
whole of their officers; and amongst them were many men who
were to win their greatest fame in the military history of the
Republic. Moreau was elected commandant of the first bat-
talion of the volunteers of the Ille et Vilaine, Jourdan com-
mandant of the second battalion of the Haute Vienne, Davout
commandant of the third battalion of the Yonne, Soult in-
structor to the first battalion of the Haut-Bhin, Pichegru
commandant of the first battalion of the Gard, and Mass6na
commandant of the second battalion of the Var. But besides
trying to increase their popularity by patriotic energy, the
leading Girondins bethought them of trying to make their
influence felt in the Tuileries itself, and on July 29 a memoir
was drawn up and signed by the chief Girondin leaders, Guadet,
Gensonn6, and Vergniaud, which was sent in to the king by
the painter Boze, who was an intimate friend of the king's
valet Thierry.

This memoir was drawn up by the great orator Vergniaud,